'We make war everyday'
In March 1950, an anonymous group of Congolese men self-identified as 'your soldiers and policemen' sent a letter of complaint to the Governor General of the Belgian Congo. The letter requested better salaries and working conditions for the soldiers of the Force Publique, the colonial army that had been in charge of the maintenance of law and order in the colony since the 1880s and that was still mainly used as a military police force in the 1950s (Shaw, 1984; Vanderstraeten, 1985; Jacobs et al., 1994; Coll., 2010 1950) . In addition to their accusatory tone, soldiers mobilized rhetoric of imperial comparison (highlighting French and British alleged generosity towards colonial soldiers) that could only worry Belgian colonial authorities. Their long-running insecurities about both foreign influence and Belgium's international reputation as a worthy colonial power remained indeed strong after the Second World War (Vanthemsche, 2008) . Within the Congo itself, while the loyalty of the Force Publique appeared as unquestionable and the last mutiny of 1944 as nothing more than a bad memory, 2 patterns of obedience and reliability were nevertheless part of the daily preoccupations of white officers as well as of colonial administrators, especially in the context of the everyday maintenance of law and order. Unsurprisingly, when complaining about their work, civil policemen were subjected to similar investigations than those encountered by the anonymous soldiers of March 1950. During the same period, a single letter from a small group of (anonymous again) 3 urban policemen could for instance trigger a wave of forensic investigations in order to uncover the identity of the senders (AA, GG, 5521, anonymous to GG, 11 April 1946) . 4 In the Belgian Congo as in many other colonial contexts, the (absolute) loyalty of police forces to the colonial regime and its agents was considered as crucial to the maintenance of public order and to the securing of colonial control and hierarchies (Anderson, Killingray, 1991; Killingray, 1999; Sinclair, 2006;  
